WOODSY OWL LICENSING FACT SHEET


Before becoming a Woodsy Owl Licensee, there are a number of questions that you may have about the benefits, the process, the costs, etc.  This licensing fact sheet contains answers to the most frequently raised questions.  

1. OBJECTIVE

In 1974, Congress passed Public Law 93-318, the Woodsy Owl Act.  This law serves to protect the image of Woodsy Owl and establish a licensing program.  The purpose of the licensing program is to generate funds to promote education about the conservation of the environment and to fight pollution.  The objectives of the licensing program are to (1) assist in carrying Woodsy Owl’s conservation and anti-pollution message to the public; (2) maintain the integrity of the Woodsy Owl image as America’s icon for the conservation of the environment; and (3) ensure that all products licensed to carry Woodsy Owl’s name and message maintain standards of high quality and good taste.  Licenses are granted for one time use as well as for periods of up to five years.  All licensees, unless specifically exempted by the Forest Service, are required to pay a fee or royalty for the use of the Woodsy Owl name and/or image and to carry the official logo in their promotional materials for those products.

2. BENEFITS

Woodsy Owl is America’s icon for the conservation of the environment and an anti-pollution symbol.  His message to protect and improve the environment, LEND A HAND – CARE FOR THE LAND, and anti-pollution message GIVE A HOOT, DON’T POLLUTE, are carried to millions of children each year through a focused educational program sponsored by the USDA Forest Service.  Additionally, the Forest Service conducts a national public service campaign, which also carries Woodsy Owl’s message to the general public.  In the past Woodsy Owl received millions of dollars worth of donated television time and print media advertising space for his public service message.  The Forest Service is working to restore Woodsy Owl’s status.  

All Woodsy Owl licensees are entitled to state on their licensed products that a portion of the sale will go to the Forest Service to develop educational materials for the conservation of the environment and to fight pollution.  Research has demonstrated that given products of relatively equal value and quality, the consumer will select the product which makes a contribution to a worthy cause…and what could be a better cause than passing on to the next generation a world that is clean and environmentally safe?  The value of Woodsy Owl’s image and the exposure that licensees receive cannot be measured.

3. PROCESS OF OBTAINING A LICENSE

STEP 1.  Submit a license proposal.  This is an expression of interest in writing.  Applicants may frame their proposal in the form of a letter.  The proposal must contain the following information: 

· Description of the Product or Concept.  If the item to be licensed is a product, please submit either a prototype of the product or scale drawings with a complete description of the materials to be used.

· Manufacturing Plans.  Please identify the manufacturer, if known, and the number of units you intend to produce.

· Marketing Strategy.  Please indicate whether you intend to market the item(s) locally, regionally, or nationally.  Describe your target market and list potential outlets.  Also, describe how you intend to advertise and promote the product.

· Estimated Gross Revenue and Sale Forecast.  Please provide an estimate of the price at which you intend to sell your product and the number of units you expect to sell for each year you wish a license (one to three years). 

· Financing.  Please describe how you intend to finance production and marketing activities until the product begins to generate revenues. 

· Time Table.  Please indicate expected dates for the development of the product, production, and sales.  It is especially important to indicate the date by which you will have your product ready for distribution and sale.

STEP 2.   The Forest Service will have a contractor who will promote the licensing of Woodsy Owl and will collect all license proposals.  All license proposals will be reviewed by the Forest Service.  The Forest Service contractor for the licensing of Woodsy Owl, may contact you for additional information or to ask some questions.  If your proposal is accepted, a licensing agreement will be drafted and negotiated with you.  

STEP 3.  If the Forest Service approves the agreement, you will be sent four copies of the license for your signature.  All four copies of the signed license must be returned accompanied by the surety bond, if required (or equivalent stated in the license agreement) and any additional guarantee payment due.

STEP 4.  The Forest Service will approve the license and send a signed copy to the licensee.

STEP 5.  As a new licensee, you may begin production of your licensed Woodsy Owl item(s) immediately upon receipt of your license.

4. LICENSING COSTS

The Woodsy Owl Act allows royalties to be collected from licensees.  The funds generated through the licensing program are used to develop educational materials to promote natural resource conservation and a clean environment.

Licenses are negotiated on an individual basis.  Royalty payments may take the form of either flat fees, a percentage of gross sales or a per item fee, depending upon the nature of the license.  Other factors taken into account in negotiating a license is the minimum guaranteed royalty, the schedule of payments, and the value of the surety bond, if required.  

Payment is to be made on a quarterly basis.  Checks are to be paid to the USDA Forest Service.  Checks must be sent along with the Quarterly Royalty Report to: USDA Forest Service, Attn: Conservation Education, Stop Code: 1147, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-1147 

5. OFFICIAL WOODSY LICENSEE LOGO

Upon becoming an official Woodsy Owl licensee, you have the right to use the official Woodsy Owl Licensee logo.  Only official licensees may use this logo.  No product bearing Woodsy Owl’s image may be produced without a license, or should be sold without this logo.  The logo should also be used in all advertising and promotional materials for officially licensed Woodsy Owl items.

6. ADVERTISING AND ART

All artwork and advertising using the image of Woodsy Owl must be approved by the Forest Service prior to its use.  There is a wide variety of approved art already available to licensees.  A CD-ROM with Woodsy poses is available through the National Symbols Cache for a fee.  

Woodsy may not be depicted as endorsing a product, but he may appear with the product.  He may be used as a logo on business cards, letterhead, etc.  Woodsy may not be depicted as speaking, but his message, carried in the text of the material, should always address a conservation message and/or an anti-pollution theme.  The subjects covered are extremely broad.  The message can focus on any type of pollution including air, noise, water or solid waste.  It may be about recycling or vandalism, planting trees or clean-up campaigns.  Some examples of standard Woodsy expressions are as follows:  

· Lend a Hand, Care for the Land

· Give a Hoot, Don’t Pollute

· Keep Campgrounds Clean

· For Clean Air—Ride a Bike

· Only Nature Should Paint Rocks

Please remember that all artwork, advertising, and promotional materials using the image of Woodsy Owl must have Forest Service approval prior to use.  The following shows the official color palette for Woodsy Owl:
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For additional information, please contact:

Contractor’s Name: 

Contractor’s Contact Person:
Phone Number:  
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